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Participants made their way through a 4.5-mile course rid-
dled with obstacles, knee-deep mud pits, simulation machine-
gun fire and mortar rounds, and murky pond water.

Lance Cpl. Ryan Trevino
Sports Editor

The 1st Battalion, 12th Marine Regiment’s
“Steel Rain” led the pack of military teams
that raced in the 12th Annual CSSG-3 Swamp
Romp held here March 25. Their winning time
was 36:54. The Headquarters Battalion’s “Mud
Warriors” finished second with a time of 37:28
and Camp Smith’s “Soc it to Me” took third,
finishing the course in 39:44. The overall cat-
egory race winner went to a civilian team with
a time of 36:52. The overall women’s category
winner was another civilian team, and the
“Swamp Pikas” from 3rd Radio Battalion took
top honors in the mixed category, which con-
sisted of both male and female team members.

More than 2,000 people looked on as the
mud-soaked competitors fought their way
through the 4.5-mile course that was riddled
with obstacles, deep mud pits, and murky
pond water. Parts of the race were also run on
the beach here, according to Stacy Barkdull,
varsity sports and race coordinator, Marine
Corps Community Services, here.

“There was even simulated machine-gun
fire and fake mortars going off in the pond
area, blowing up mud all over everyone,” said
Barkdull.

More than 261 teams, consisting of six
members each, from on base and around
Hawaii entered to race in the event, which was
coordinated and hosted by CSSG-3 and MCCS
and sponsored by several businesses from the
around Hawaii and abroad, said Barkdull.

CSSG-3 provided more than 250 Marines from
their unit to volunteer at the event.

“This was the biggest Swamp Romp in
twelve years,” she said. “We had an awesome
turnout. There were so many people involved
— it was great.”

Barkdull said the reason this was such a
huge event was because of the uniqueness of
this race as compared to other races in Hawaii.

“It’s the only race of its kind done on the
island,” she said. “You can always find a 10K
somewhere, but we are the only ones who
have a race like this.”

The difficulty of the course caught a few
participants by surprise this year.

“The race was a lot tougher than I thought
it was going to be,” said David Prislin of the
“Mud Warriors” team. “The ocean part came
at exactly the right time and cooled us down
halfway through the race.”

“It was equivalent to running three PFTs
(Physical Fitness Tests) consecutively,” said
Tom Jasper, also a member of the “Mud
Warriors.” “You’re knee-deep in water and
mud, 75 percent of the course.” 

Jasper said the grueling course drains every
ounce of energy out of you. He admitted that
he would have rather run the Oahu Perimeter
Race than run the Swamp Romp.

James Connelly, team captain of the “Mud
Warriors” said the course this year was more
difficult than last year’s course.

“I think it was due to all the rain,” said

Wizards hold off Dirty Third to
finish season in second place

Dustin R. Bowman, motor transportation, Combat Service Support Group 3, picks himself up after a post race wrestling match with his fellow Marines. More than 261 teams registered to compete in the 12th
Annual CSSG-3 Swamp Romp.

Tony Blazejack

Runners dash through one of the several mud pits on the 4.5-mile course during the 12th Annual CSSG-
3 Swamp Romp here. The race was not exclusively military; civilian teams from around Hawaii also par-
ticipated in the event.
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Scott Baros, Wizards, holds on to the ball as a defend-
er from the Dirty Third tries to wrestle it away in the
final seconds of an intramural basketball game March
22. The Wizards finished in second place in the over-
all standings. 

Lance Cpl. Ryan Trevino
Sports Editor

Special Projects Unit Patrol
Squadron 2’s Wizards came back in
the second half of an intramural
basketball game at the Semper Fit
Center gym here, March 22 to
defeat the 3rd Marine Regiment
Dirty Third, 47-45. The Wizards
closed out the season in second
place with a record of 11-2. The
Dirty Third fell to 9-5 and finished
out the season in fifth place in the
overall standings.

Even though the Wizards were
trailing the Dirty Third going into
the second half, Wizards’ Forward
Jay Reynard said he wasn’t worried
about losing the game.

“We just have to pick it up and
take it from there,” said Reynard.
“We’re a better second-half team
anyway.”

He was right. The Wizards
outscored their opponents 31-26 to

pull out the victory against a quick-
er Dirty Third team.

“The other team was good —
really good,” said Wizards’ Coach
Brandon Shields. “All-in-all, we just
played outstanding — both teams
did.”

Wizards’ Guard Anthony Ashley
led the charge with 22 points.
Reynard followed him with 14
points.

The Dirty Third came out strong
in the first half, scoring 9 unan-
swered points against the Wizards.
Dirty Third Point Guard Micheal
“Dilemma” Webster said his team
was doing what they needed to do.

“We’re playing our game right
now,” said Webster. “We got
weapons on our side and as long as
we keep doing our thing, we will
win this game.”

Webster scored 9 points in his
team loss. Wizards’ big man Tony
Rogers, who is also a player on the
All-Marine Basketball Team, led the

Wizards’ in scoring with 18. Rogers
said he contributed the loss to not
being able to execute the basic fun-
damentals of the game.

“We kept missing our free
throws,” said Rogers. He added that
his team wasn’t rebounding
enough either, and that hurt them
on offense and defense.

With 2:35 left in the game, the
Dirty Third were down by 6 points
and had the momentum in their
favor.

“This is still our game,” said
Dirty Third Coach Damian
Goodman to his players during a
timeout late in the game.

However, the Dirty Third
weren’t able to pull off the upset. 

Goodman, who just came back
to the team after recovering from
surgery, said he is very satisfied
with the composition of his team
this year.

See SWAMP, C-2

See WIZARDS, C-5

Marines claim
silver in
Armed Forces
Wrestling
Championship

Jamie Cameron
MCB Camp Lejuene

MARINE CORPS BASE
CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. —
Wrestler's from the U.S. Army
team overcame the Marine
Corps’ home field advantage
aboard Camp Lejeune to win
both the Greco-Roman and
freestyle disciplines in the
2006 Armed Forces Wrestling
Championship. 

Army won its fifth-straight
Armed Forces wrestling title
by holding off a hard-charg-
ing Marine Corps squad that
was anxious to put forth a
strong showing at the station
that will become its home

See SILVER, C-6
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March 22
Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 24

upset undefeated Patrol Squadron 9 in an
intramural basketball game at the Semper
Fit Center gym March 22. VP-9 was riding a
14-game winning streak going into the
game against MALS-24, who finished out
the season with a 15-2 record. Both teams
advanced to the playoffs, which started on
March 29.

Saturday
Women’s Golf Clinic — The Kaneohe

Klipper Golf Course will be hosting a
Women’s golf clinic starting Saturday. Learn
all aspects of golf from rules and etiquette
to form and other skills. Contact Todd
Murata at 254-1745 for more information.

SM&SP Deep-Sea Fishing Trip —
SM&SP will be hosting a deep-sea fishing
trip Saturday. Participants will leave from
Rainbow Bay Marina aboard Pearl Harbor,
at 5 a.m. and return at noon. The cost is
$75 per person and includes transportation,
trip, equipment, food, and drinks. Open to
all single Marines and Sailors E1 to E5. Call
254-7593 for more information.

Spring Spash — The event will be held
at Manana Housing Pool in Pearl City from
noon to 4 p.m. The event marks the open-
ing of pool’s spring season. Aquatics open
house includes free Red Cross swim lesson
evaluations, Junior Lifeguard information,
and introduction to surfing. The event is
open to all hands, family members, DoD
employees and sponsored guests. Call 254-
7655 for more information.

Friday
Intramural Championship

Basketball Game — The final game of
this year’s intramural basketball season will
be played at the Semper Fit Center gym at
7:30 p.m. The pregame show starts at 6:30
p.m. and will include a slam dunk contest.
Call 254-7591 for more information.

April 8
SM&SP Kickball Tournament — A

kickball tournament will be held at Riseley
Field here, starting at 10 a.m. and ending at
4 p.m. The tournament is single-elimina-
tion format consisting of eight-man teams.
Registration is open to six teams. Register at
Semper Fit Center by Sunday. Cost is $25
per team. Open to all E1 through E5. E6 and
above can participate with an invitation
from E1s through E5s. Call 254-7593 for
more information.

April 11
Volleyball Coaches Organizational

Meeting — A mandatory meeting will be
held at the Semper Fit Center at 2 p.m. Call
254-7591 for more information.

April 28-30
Top of the Mountain Spring

Softball Tournament — The tourna-
ment will be held at Bordelon Field aboard
Camp Smith. Cost is $175 per team.
Register at the Camp Smith Semper Fit
Center. Call 477-0498 for more information
.

April 29
13th Annual 3D Marines 10K — The

race will start at Pop Warner field at 7 a.m.
“Run with the Fighting 3D” is the second
event of the 2006 Commanding General’s
Fitness Series. The race is open to the pub-
lic. Register at Semper Fit Center by day of
the event. Call 254-7590 for more informa-
tion.

Ongoing
Semper Fit All Marine Chess Team

— The competition will be held June 11 to
17 in Jacksonville, Fla.. Marines interested
in competing must submit resumes to the
athletics coordinator by April 21. Resumes
must include the United States Chess
Federation membership card identification
number, state of registration, USCF rating,
date of rating, and record of significant
chess activity during the past two years.
Contact Stacy Barkdull at 254-7590 for
more information.

Paintball Hawaii — Nestled behind
the Lemon Lot here is Paintball Hawaii.
Cost is $25 per person and includes one air
refill, equipment and the field fee. The field
is open on weekends from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Call 265-4283 for Friday appointments.

Personal Trainers Available at
Semper Fit — For those looking to get into
a tailored exercise regiment, or for those just
looking for some good advice on weight
management and weight control, Semper
Fit Center offers free personal training con-
sultation. 

Call Semper Fit Center at 257-7597 to
schedule an appointment.

Sports Briefs Connelly. “There was thicker
mud, and we were slipping a
lot and sinking.”

The “Mud Warriors,” who
came in second place in the
military category and third
place overall, said they were
pretty satisfied with how they
performed March 25.

“We pulled together a
strong team this year,” said
Connelly. 

His teammate Prislin
added, “We came out here to
do well, and I think we did
that.”

Members of other teams

who finished the race shared
their thoughts on this year’s
course.

Adrian Madsen, a member
of a Camp Smith team, said
he thought the course was
great, but it was a smoker.

“You have to dig deep to
finish,” said Madsen.

Each team crossed the fin-
ish line equipped with noth-
ing but their heart and huge
smiles on their faces. They
had run the gauntlet and
lived to tell about it. 

“Everybody got a chance
to be a Marine for a day,” said
Barkdull.

Not satisfied with the
amount of mud they had

already endured, the six-
member teams then proceed-
ed to run past the finish line
and jump head first into a
huge mud pit just past the
end of the tracks to pose for
team pictures.

Trophies were presented to
the members of the overall
winning team, and plaques
and medals were awarded to
the top finishers in each cate-
gory during an awards cere-
mony after the race. Even as
the awards ceremony was
underway, participants
sprayed each other with
water hoses, revealing the
true spirit of the Swamp
Romp — fun.

SWAMP, from C-1

Tony Blazejack

Members of a Combat Service Support Group 3 team celebrate finishing the race with some playful wrestling. This was the biggest turnout for the race that
saw more than 2,000 people show up to race, volunteer or just to cheer on their favorite team.

Tony Blazejack

Jane Butler from the South Shore Christian
Fellowship Team is sprayed with water to wash
off the mud.

Bottom – Heidi Farnhan, from the Nutter
Butter team, gets a hand from a teammate
during the race. Farnhan is a school teacher
from Ewa, Hawaii.

Left – Marine Corps Base Hawaii lifeguard
Sam Mench watches diligently as partici-
pants wade through water. Mench said he
didn’t have to put his life-saving skills to use
during the event.

Tony Blazejack

Tony Blazejack



Cpl. Justin P. Lago
MCB Quantico

MARINE CORPS BASE QUAN-
TICO, Va. — The Marine Corps is
an institution where training for
combat is a way of life. Decision
making is essential to winning bat-
tles. To exercise that capability,
combat on a chess board can reveal
the same decisive results.

Marines will have a chance to
compete in the upcoming
“Mind over Matter” chess tour-
nament scheduled for April 11
at the Barber Physical
Activities Center here.

Active duty Marines and
Department of Defense employees
are encouraged to register and com-
pete in the tournament.

“If you can play, you can play in
the tournament,” said Master Sgt.
Steven Rollins, material developer,
Marine Corps Systems Command. “I
am expecting a large turnout for the
competition with as many students
as we have here on base. There are
Expeditionary Warfare students and

students from The Basic School who
I am sure have nothing to do on a
weekday night. It is really just a
matter of getting the word out and
getting Marines interested in play-
ing in the tournament.”

Rollins is the chess subject-mat-
ter expert coordinating the tourna-
ment with Tom Loughlin, president
of Marine Corps Community
Services.

“Last year we had 26 competitors

in the tournament, and we are
expecting a lot more this year,”
Rollins said. “It is a matter of time
and developing an interest in the
game.”

Rollins said he has been playing
since his mother taught him how to
play when he was just 7.

“I learned young, because I was
always interested in games that
were puzzling to me,” Rollins said.
“But no matter how long someone

has been playing, it doesn’t mean
that they are any better than some-
one younger. We are looking for
competitors of all skill levels.”

Winners of this tournament may
qualify to become members of the
All-Marine Chess Team, which com-
petes against the military’s best in
all branches.

MCCS has sent “Chess-in-a-Box”
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Editor’s Note: “The Bottom Line” is a weekly sports commentary written by two sports aficionados who sometimes don’t see eye-to-eye.
The Texan, Lance Cpl. Ryan Trevino, and The Vice, Tony Blazejack, who hails from Miami. Send your “Reader’s Strike Back” comments to edi-
tor@hawaiimarine.com and your suggestions will be considered for publication. We look forward to hearing from you, whether you agree
with one of us, both of us, or neither one of us.

Who will be crowned champion April 3?

TTHEHE BBOOTTTTOMOM LLINEINE

The Vice

Last month, the T.O.-lovin’ Texan and I made
a few predictions about the NCAA tournament.
Now I’m not trying to organize a parade for
myself here, but I took one look at LSU and
immediately recognized a young, ferocious team
and appropriately labeled them the most danger-
ous team going into the tournament. I can’t
understand how so many people were surprised
when LSU put the boot down on Duke like the
oversized cockroach that they were in the Sweet
Sixteen and then came up huge against Texas in
the Elite Eight.

At 6-foot-9 and 310 pounds, SEC Player of the
Year Glen “Big Baby” Davis emerged as the next
big thing in NCAA basketball. His 11-19 perform-
ance on the floor against Texas, including a 3-
point bomb to seal the game, literally shattered
all the ridiculous “Baby Shaq” comparisons and
elevated the sophomore to new heights. His size,
shooting versatility, and court presence has every
NBA general manager looking like a little kid
drooling on the glass window of a candy store.

But Davis is hardly LSU’s entire package. Red-
shirt freshman Tyrus Thomas has been the real
hit man for the Tigers. Thomas, a childhood
friend of Davis, has torn up the NCAA bracket
like Hulk Hogan would shred a phone book.
Against Duke, he stuffed the No. 1 seed five
times to compliment his 13 rebounds. He shut
down Texas with three blocks, 21 points and 13
more rebounds. 

If Davis is LSU’s nose-breaking jab, then

Thomas is the jaw-breaking hook. While Duke
and Texas committed to shut down the “Big
Baby,” Thomas came up big and revealed LSU’s
unstoppable game down low. His ferocious
defense has many wondering if he’ll be playing
as a professional athlete as early as next year.

And just when you thought that was enough,
junior guard Darrell Mitchell buries you with an
outside game comparable to any other guard in
the Final Four. Without his clutch 3-point shot
against Texas A&M in the second round, the
Tigers wouldn’t have had their shot against
Duke, Texas, and now UCLA.

The Tigers’ offense has come together exactly
when it needed to. The only thing that held LSU
back was their inability to go toe-to-toe with the
better offenses in the NCAA. Beating Texas A&M,
Duke, and Texas showed that they’ve stepped up.
The backbone of the team, however, is its
defense. The Tigers have it all on the other end
of the court. They have size, agility, and a certain
tenacity that only builds as they close in on the
championship. 

Bottomline: The remarkable chemistry
between Glen Davis and Tyrus Thomas leaves
LSU with an incredible amount of versatility on
the attack. LSU is revered as a defensive power-
house, which only makes matters worse for
UCLA. If LSU shows up with the ferocity that has
carried them thus far, don’t be too surprised to
see the Tigers bring home the title. After what
Louisiana and the surrounding region has
endured recently, I can’t find much not to like
about that.

The Texan

Everything we thought
to be true in the world of
college basketball is no
longer a reality. We
thought the Big East con-
ference was the toughest in
the nation, but we were
wrong. Even with eight
record bids and two No.1
seeds, not a single Big East
team is still around. On
the other hand, nobody
thought a Southeast
Conference team had any
hopes of making it past the
first two rounds of the
tourney. Currently, two
SEC teams are in the final
four, and there is even the
possibility of them playing
each other for the title.

This year’s tournament
is definitely one chock-full
of surprises and upsets. We
have seen powerhouses fall
to their knees, inexperi-
enced players trump sea-
soned veterans, and even
witnessed a true Cinderella
story come to life in
George Mason. But now
it’s getting down to the

wire and only four teams
remain in what could
arguably be the best NCAA
tournament in 20 years. 

Everyone is saying that
the Florida Gators are the
team to beat in
Indianapolis, and I have to
agree with them. Even
though the heart and soul
of the team is comprised of
an inexperienced sopho-
more class, they still have
one of the closest-knit
squads in the nation. They
proved everyone wrong
when they ousted
Villanova, the only No. 1
seed still standing, last
week. They managed to
hold the best backcourt in
the nation to only 25 per-
cent shooting from the
field (a season worse for
Villanova). One would
think that beating the
Wild Cats would be
enough to satisfy their
hunger, since they elimi-
nated them from the tour-
ney last year, but they have
their sights set on winning
it all. All that stands
between them is that big,

huge ball of momentum
and heart, the George
Mason Patriots.

If the Patriots are the
Cinderella story of this
year’s tournament, then
the Gators are the come-
back story of the year. For
five straight years, Florida
has lost to lower seed
teams in the first weekend
of the tournament. But,
going into their game
against Villanova, some-
thing seemed to have
clicked in the minds of the
players. They are hungry,
and the only thing that
will satisfy that hunger are
the nets from both rims at
the RCA dome after they
blow past George Mason
and beat up on fellow SEC
rival, Louisiana State
University.

The Gators’ sophomore
class, led by 6-foot-11-inch
Joakim Noah, may be a
young squad, but exhibit
the skills necessary to win
it all. The SEC didn’t get
much recognition at the

SSPORPORTSTS AAROUNDROUND TTHEHE CCORPSORPS

See TEXAN, C-4

Chess tourney to bring strategic minds together

See CHESS, C-4
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Menehunes finish
off perfect season

Menehunes’ Nathan Anderson weaves his way past the Panthers’ defense in the final game of the Mini Mights Division of
youth basketball, March 25. The Menehunes walked away with an undefeated season after defeating the Panthers 16-8.

Lance Cpl. Edward C. deBree
Combat Correspondent

The Menehunes finished off a per-
fect season in the Mini Mites Division
after defeating the Panthers 16-8 at the
Family Gym here, March 25.

“We went undefeated this year,”
said Menehune coach, Hobie
Anderson. “We have come a long way
since the beginning of the season.”

The game started off with the
Panthers going on the defense immedi-
ately as the Menehunes gained posses-
sion of the ball. Although, in the
beginning, the Menehunes controlled
the ball, they were not able to pene-
trate the Panther defense until
Menehunes’ Myles Tramill saw the
chance to zigzag through the Panthers
and throw the ball into the basket.

Tramill proved to be a dominant
force in the Menehune offense as he
scored back-to-back three more times
to make the score 8-0, but it wasn’t
until the Panthers’ Ben Stratton scored
that the Panther’s started to break out
of their shell, which was proven in the
in the second half.

During halftime, both coaches
emphasized to their teams that in order
to play a better game, the players
would have to use teamwork and pass

the ball to one another, which both
teams did in the second half.

The Panthers kicked off the second
half on the right foot as David Martin
scored in an attempt to catch up, but
the defense of Menehune’s Dylan
Carroll became an obstacle for the
Panthers. During the game, Carroll had
five rebounds, three steals and scored
six points against the Panthers.

Panther Brandon Gasper was able to
pass by the defense of Carroll twice to
score for his team. Menehune Kekoa
Norman answered Gasper’s points
shortly after by scoring. In the
Panther’s final push to gain points, the
ball was taken away by Carroll and
passed to Norman who scored to end
the game 18-6.

“This was an awesome end to an
awesome season,” said Anderson. “It
was great seeing the children improve
so much since the beginning of the
season. We started off where there were
a few kids who couldn’t even score a
basket to where we had each one score
a basket in each game.

“It’s great being a coach, because
you can see the children progress dur-
ing the season and you really start to
notice the improvement,” he contin-
ued. “I am looking forward to coaching
next season and can’t wait to do so.” 

The Panthers’ Brandon Gasper shoots a basket in the second half of the championship
game in youth basketball in the Mini Mights Division. 

packages to major installa-
tions to encourage base chess
tournaments.

An online group, Military
Chess Group, which can be
found at
http://games.groups.yahoo.c
om /group/militarychess, has

been setup to help find play-
ers, analyze games and coor-
dinate rides and lodging at
tournaments.

All-Marine Chess Team
resumes are due April 21.

For more information con-
tact Cathy Sheehan, tourna-
ment coordinator, at the
BPAC, or call 784-5627.

CHESS, from C-3
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Quantico will host a “Mind over Matter” Chess Tournament April 11
at the Barber Physical Activities Center. Organizers are still accept-
ing competitors at all levels.

beginning of the season, due
to all of its star players depart
beginning of the season, due
to all of its star players depart-
ing for the 2005 NBA draft.
However, this young Gators’
squad saw this as their oppor-
tunity to step up their game
and fill the shoes of the play-
ers who left.

George Mason, not LSU,
will be Florida’s greatest chal-
lenge. Mason has dominated
the tourney thus far, knocking
out big-name schools like
Connecticut, North Carolina

and Michigan State. No doubt
they are gunning for Florida
next, but it’s time for this
crazy story to end. Florida is
much too powerful to fall to
Mason. Also, they have just as
much momentum as Mason
does, which will prove worthy
on April 1.

Bottomline: All the num-
ber-one seeds have been elim-
inated, and all that remains
are teams that are led by
coaches who have yet to win a
championship. Florida’s
squad may be inexperienced
but have the arsenal to win
their next two games and be
crowned champion.

TEXAN, from C-3

Lance Cpl. Edward C. deBree
Lance Cpl. Edward C. deBree
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Tony Blazejack

Arron Edmonds throws up 285 pounds with ease during the Bench Press Challenge held March 22 at the Semper Fit Center. The teams, consisting of three people each, were scored based on a system that
calculated their overall score using their body weights and the amount they could lift in three attempts.

Push!

“We have a solid combination of smart
and athletic players,” he said, adding a
player’s intelligence trumps his physical
ability.

Catch intramural basketball playoff
action every Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday night starting at 6:30 p.m. at
the Semper Fit Center gym.

WIZARDS, from C-1

Tony Blazejack

Jay Reynard, Wizards, finesses a hook shot over Kedrick Pierce, Dirty Third, in their game March 22 at
the Semper Fit Center. The Wizards are a No. 4 seed in the playoffs.



base base starting next spring. The home team
enjoyed a boisterous cheering section from fel-
low Marines and a gold medal performance in
the 96-kilogram freestyle final from Sgt. Jacob
Clark who is stationed in Okinawa, Japan.

U.S. Air Force and U.S. Navy Wrestler's fin-
ished third and fourth respectively. Retired
Marine Corps Maj. Ken Berger has served as
the master of ceremonies at the Armed Forces
Wrestling Championship for several years and
played a vital role in keeping the enthusiastic
crowd well-informed of the action on the mats
and the pedigrees many of the warrior-athletes
brought with them.

“This is such a competitive thing for these
guys,” he said. “They work together in unison
on the battlefield, but when they get on the
mat, they want to beat each other’s brains in.
It’s just like you were when you competed
against your best friends – you wanted to beat
them more than anything.”

Berger ought to know what he is talking
about. The broad-shouldered emcee wrestled
for three years on the All-Marine Corps
wrestling team at 125 pounds during the early
1970s. 

“It’s one of those sports that gets in your
blood,” he said. “My role is for those fans who
walk in and see a Greco-Roman match going
on with two guys pushing each other around.
They have no idea what’s going on, but I can

tell them from the perspective of someone
who knows what the Wrestler's are doing and
how they are feeling.”

No one knows Greco-Roman wrestling, the
oldest recognized version of the ancient sport,
than the Army team that won six gold medals
out of the seven weight-class competitions
and no Army athlete comes with bigger cre-
dentials than Staff Sgt. Dremiel Byers, duty sta-
tioned at Fort Carson, Colo. Byers won the
Greco-Roman 120-kg weight class by going
undefeated in the March 23 competition – an
all too familiar result for the man who some
consider as Armed Forces wrestling royalty.

Byers was the 1993 high school state cham-
pion in his home state of North Carolina, a
five-time national champion and was crowned
world champion in his class in 2002. The near-
ly immovable big man has set his sights on a
medal in the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, China.

“I will never say that I have reached my
pinnacle,” Byers said. “I promised my grandfa-
ther that I’d get that gold medal. He passed
away last year and so that’s my goal. It’s not a
beautiful Olympic dream – it’s an obsession,
and I won’t rest until I get it.”

In spite of coming up a little short against
the powerful Army team, Maj. Dan Hicks,
head coach of the Marine Corps squad, was
pleased with the effort he got from his grap-
plers.

“I couldn’t be more pleased with my guys,”
said Hicks. “We wrestled tough and lost a cou-

ple of tight matches. All of my guys wrestled
well.”

Hicks was obviously happy with the
prospect of bringing the team to Camp
Lejeune for good next spring, especially when
he looked up into the stands at Goettge
Memorial Field House and saw the dedicated
Marine Corps cheering section in spite of the
two-day competition taking place during duty
hours.

“We can’t wait to move to Camp Lejeune,”
he said. “We love it down here. This is our
house now.”

The steady support helped Marine Corps
Cpl. Steven Forrest, MCB Camp Lejeune,
achieve a silver medal at 74-kg in the freestyle
competition Friday.

“I have a lot of friends here and that keeps
the adrenaline level up,” said the first-year
Marine Corps team member. “It’s a great expe-
rience to be here, especially since I just got
back from Iraq. Nothing is like the tight-knit
feeling you get with your fellow Marines over
there, but this is the next best thing.”

If a strong feeling of camaraderie between
the service branches and the team members
from across the nation and the world is the
purpose of armed forces competition, organiz-
ers of the 2006 wrestling championship can
consider this year’s event a success. 

2006 Armed Forces Wrestling
Championship results:

Freestyle competition:
55-kg:
Gold medal, Capt. Eric Albarracin, USA,

Fort Carson, Colo.
Silver medal, Senior Airman Jared

Moreland, USAF, Cannon Air Force Base, N.M.
60-kg:
Gold medal, Spc. Joshua Habeck, USA, Fort

Carson, Colo.
Silver medal, Lance Cpl. Anthony Zender,

USMC, Twentynine Palms, Calif.
66-kg:
Gold medal, Spc. Aaron Holker, USA, Fort

Carson, Colo.
Silver medal, Capt. Ryan Montanez, USAF,

Pope AFB, N.C.
74-kg:
Gold medal, Lt. Phillip Simpson, USA, Fort

Carson, Colo.
Silver medal, Cpl. Steven Forrest, USMC,

Camp Lejeune, N.C.
84-kg:
Gold medal, Sgt. Kevin Ahearn, USA, Fort

Carson, Colo.
Silver medal, Cpl. Ryan Cunningham,

USMC, Quantico, Va.
96-kg:
Gold medal, Sgt. Jacob Clark, USMC,

Okinawa, Japan.
Silver medal, Spc. Anton Talamantes, USA,

Fort Lewis, Wash.
120-kg:
Gold medal, Spc. Timothy Taylor, USA, Fort

Carson, Colo.
Silver medal, Lance Cpl. David Arendt,

USMC, Marine Barracks 8th and I, Washington

D.C.
Team freestyle results:
USA, 6
USMC, 4
USAF, 2
USN, 0
Greco-Roman competition:
55-kg:
Gold medal, Pfc. Jermaine Hodge, USA, Fort

Carson, Colo.
Silver medal, Senior Airman Jared

Moreland, USAF, Cannon AFB, N.M.
60-kg:
Gold medal, Staff Sgt. James Johnston, USA,

Fort Carson, Colo.
Silver medal, Sgt. Jeremy McLean, USMC,

Quantico, Va.
66-kg:
Gold medal, Sgt. Glenn Garrison, USA, Fort

Carson, Colo.
Silver medal, Staff Sgt. James Shillow,

USMC, Camp Lejeune, N.C.
74-kg:
Gold medal, Lt. Grant Whitmer, USN,

Mobile Security Squad 3.
Silver medal, Pfc. Brandon McNab, USA,

Fort Carson, Colo.
84-kg:
Gold medal, Spc. Aaron Sieracki, USA, Fort

Carson, Colo.
Silver medal, Lance Cpl. Jeremy Pederson,

USMC, Quantico, Va.
96-kg:
Gold medal, Capt. Phillip Johnston, USA,

Fort Carson, Colo.
Silver medal, Sgt. Jacob Clark, USMC,

Okinawa, Japan.
120-kg:
Gold medal, Staff Sgt. Dremiel Byers, USA,

Fort Carson, Colo.
Silver medal, Capt. Frank Workman, USMC,

Quantico, Va.
Team Greco-Roman results:
USA, 6
USMC, 4
USAF, 2
USN, 0
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Jamie Cameron

Steven Forrest, left, goes in fearlessly for the ankle of his Navy opponent, Grant Whitmer. Forrest won
this match and later took a silver medal in the 74-kg competition. Grant also wrestled in the weight class
in the Greco-Roman competition where he won the Navy team’s only medal of the tournament - a gold.

Jamie Cameron

Aaron Holker, Army, top, works a winning combi-
nation against Ryan Montanez, Air Force, in the
freestyle 66-kg final. Holker won the match to take
a gold medal for the Army team that dominated
much of the action in the two-day event.



Cpl. Jonathan Agg
MCB Quantico

MARINE CORPS BASE QUANTICO, Va. — While the
Naval Academy’s Midshipmen pounded the Virginia Tech
Hokies 63-0 on Farragut Field at Annapolis, Md., March 25.
Navy’s developmental team took a 22-10 beating of their own
on Quantico’s Barnett field.

The Hooligans trampled Navy as they continued their
steady march toward the 2006 Mid-Atlantic Rugby Football
Union Men’s Club Division III championship to be held here
April 29 and 30 at Barnett Field.

Kendrick Neal, who scored one try and assisted in two oth-
ers at fullback for Quantico, March 25, said the team continues
to iron out its wrinkles on its way to what the team hopes will
be a successful showing at MARFUs.

“The competition was good. It was good to get out and play
against another fellow military team,” Neal said. “We per-
formed well and looked good as we got ready for the playoffs.
It was a good event to work out
some of our minor problems
that we have. We actually
looked strong.”

Neal said the wrinkles
include poor ball handling and
going into contact with poor
body position, but with
improved numbers at practices
and games, the Hooligans say
they will be ready for the
championships.

Michael Styskalm, the coach
who marshaled the academy’s
developmental side March 25,
said his team, composed main-
ly of younger, first- and second-
year players, performed well
against a more seasoned
Marine team.

“They played hard-hitting
rugby against a very hard-hit-
ting team,” Styskalm said. “We
wanted to come down here and
play fundamental rugby with
solid rucking and good passing,
and I think they did very well.”

Styskalm revealed the
Midshipmen’s specific strategy
against the Quantico Marines.

“Our pattern of play was to
run a couple balls inside with
our forwards and then kick it
out to the wings,” Styskalm
said. “We felt we had better
speed than the Marine Corps
team. We tried not to run to
their strength, which was their
size. We’re a little bit a smaller
team.”

Styskalm singled out fresh-
man Flanker Jim Montgomery
and Scrum Half Mike Quinn for
their outstanding individual
performances on the pitch.
Quinn will graduate from the
Naval Academy in May and
will report for training as a
newly minted second lieu-
tenant with The Basic School’s
Company E.

Quinn said the Hooligans’
experience was evident from
the onset of the match.

“They’re certainly more
schooled in the game of rugby
than we are,” Quinn said. “It’s
an athletic team, and they lis-
ten well to their captains on
the field, which is an impor-
tant part. They’re much better
than I saw two years ago.”

While victory eluded the
Midshipmen, Quinn said valu-
able lessons were learned from
the Marines.

“We came in playing much
too high in our rucks, our for-
wards were much too late com-
ing in, and that gave us prob-
lems because we couldn’t
produce the ball for our backs,”
Quinn said. “But we changed
that. Our forwards started
going into tackles lower, which
lets our guys ruck, which sets
up the second part of the game
so we could get the ball out to
our backs and get some scores
at the end.”

Quantico will next play
Rappahannock Rugby Football
Club April 1 in Fredericksburg.

HAWAII MARINE MARCH 31, 2006  • C-7

SSPORPORTSTS AAROUNDROUND TTHEHE CCORPSORPS

Hooligans
rough up
Midshipmen

Bulldogs on the hunt
Cpl. Jonathan Agg

MCB Quantico

WOODBRIDGE, Va. —
The Quantico Bulldogs made
their debut in the newly
formed Blue and Gray League
of the National Adult Baseball
Association over the weekend
in the league’s preseason
Heritage Classic Tournament
held at the Heritage Baptist
Church in Woodbridge.

After a successful three-year
run in the Northern Virginia
National Adult Baseball
Association AA Division,
including three consecutive
playoff appearances and the
2005 championship title, the
Bulldogs aim to be heavy hit-
ters in their new league as
well.

The Heritage Classic began
March 25 and will be played
over two consecutive week-
ends. The six competing teams
are Quantico, Fredericksburg
Seminoles, Meadows Farms,
Northern Virginia Red Sox,

Northern Virginia Knights,
and Virginia Diamondbacks.

After stumbling early with a
10-2 loss to the Seminoles
March 25, the Bulldogs recov-
ered the following day with a
decisive 4-1 win against the
Diamondbacks. With a flaw-
less performance against the
winless Knights, Quantico still
has a chance to emerge as the
tournament champions.

“It all comes down to wins
and losses and number of runs
scored,” said Jason Leigh,
Quantico first baseman.
“Essentially, there are three
teams that need to lose and we
need to win, and we need to
win by a considerable amount
of runs. We may be able to
pull this out.”

More importantly, Leigh
said the preseason tourna-
ment offers a last chance to
tweak the lineup and prepare
for the regular season begin-
ning April 8. The league has
yet to announce the 2006 reg-
ular season schedule.

“Right now it’s a good
opportunity to evaluate pitch-
ing skills, fielding skills, and
hitting skills so we know
where best to put people in
the lineup to best help us win
once the regular season
starts,” Leigh said. “We still
have the core players who
played last season and won us
the championship, and we
have several players who are
showing a lot of promise and
are fundamentally sound.”

Despite losing two players
to injury and a third who
changed duty stations, Leigh
expects the Bulldogs to fit in
nicely in the new Blue and
Gray League.

“The Blue and Gray League
is pulling a lot of teams we
didn’t see last year that are sig-
nificantly better than the
teams we faced last year,”
Leigh said. “The competition
is going to go up, but I don’t
see any reason that our team,
with solid pitching like we
had last season, can’t be com-

petitive when it comes down
to the championship race this
year.” 

For more information
about the Quantico Bulldogs,
call Leigh at (703) 784-6423,
or visit the team Web site,
www.quanticobulldogs.com.



Kelley Harper
LIFELines

Terrorist attacks on our country
and the resulting war on Al Qaeda
and the Taliban have stunned
Americans. We have watched in dis-
belief as events have unfolded before
our eyes. We have been glued to the
television to learn what’s happening
and what to expect in the future. We
have seen newspaper and magazine
cover pictures of the war on terror-
ism, along with injured firefighters
and police officers, the very people
we’ve always relied on to keep us
safe. Television, radio, and newspa-
per advertising remind us constantly
of our country’s need to “roll on,”
that our economy is in the tank, and
that we are at war.

We try to digest this new condi-
tion of our nation and the world and
figure out where we go from
here. As spouses and parents
of Sailors and Marines, the
news and its media coverage
hit especially close to home,
and our children are right
there alongside us.

Our children see these same
images, but are far less able to
comprehend them. Hopefully
you have tried to discuss what
is happening with your chil-
dren. Perhaps their teachers
have also explained current
and recent events to reassure
them that they are safe. One
thing is for sure — our chil-
dren know about the terrorist
attacks, they know about the
Global War on Terrorism, they
have heard about the national
economy and have seen the
news of increasing unemploy-
ment and other economic
impacts. Children are affected
by these events and they’re
exposed to media coverage.

The media, in the form of
television, radio, the Internet,
newspapers, and magazines
are America’s way of tapping
into the world, informing us
of what is happening around
us – good and bad. It can be an
exciting tool that leads chil-
dren into educational and
explorative knowledge. But
the media also portray acts of
violence and war and destruc-
tion. And seeing photos of
service people in harsh and
frightening surroundings can
spark fear in children whose
parents go to work in a mili-
tary uniform.

What researchers say
The links between violence

on television and the effect it
has on children has long been
known. According to the
American Academy of
Pediatrics, children who view
violent events on television
may become less sensitive to
the pain of others, become

more fearful of the world around
them, and express their emotions in
destructive ways.

Researchers say that viewing not
only fictional programs, but also real
news events, can have a significant
effect on children over time. The
news often depicts the bad things
that happen in the world every day,
and very little of the good. This can
give children the impression that
they are unsafe and that they should
be afraid of the unexpected.

The U.S. Department of Education
has compiled a list of online
resources for helping children under-
stand and cope with violence in the
media and the news coverage of ter-
rorist attacks.

How to help your children
Children react to fear and tragedy

differently. There is no one way that
is common to all children, but there
are steps every parent can take to
help ease their children’s fears.

Talk with your children about
their concerns, and continue talking.
Children often ask questions that
may seem unrelated to something
they saw on television, but are very
much a concern in their minds. Their
persistent need to understand the
military parent’s job could be related
to their fear of losing the parent.
Depending on your children’s ages,
provide answers that are brief and
honest. Explain to them what is true
and what is rumor or speculation.

Listen to your children
Turn off the television and reach

for a book. Open a world of opportu-
nity and discovery to your children.
Reading or hearing a story can give
them an alternative to the replaying
of tragic images on the news. Look
for children’s books at your local
library that can help ease their con-
cerns or give them something else to
think about.

Encourage your children to vent

their fears in productive ways. Ask
them to draw a picture of what
they’re feeling or write in a journal.
Give them extra hugs, and tell them
how much you care. Older children
may like getting involved in
fundraising activities or participating
in a human flag.

The American Red Cross has creat-
ed a wonderful resource for parents
who need help with age-appropriate
activities. A free guide, “Helping
Young Children Cope with Trauma,”
is available online.

Build a Team of Supporters
Limiting media exposure is a team

effort. While you can’t keep your
children in a bubble and censor all
that comes their way, you can keep
the communication lines open
between teachers, chaplains, and
other adults in your children’s lives.

Talk to other adults in your com-
munity about your feelings of media
exposure and form ties with those

who feel as you do. Plan group out-
ings with those families to fun and
educational places. Also, keep those
important people informed if your
child is experiencing difficulties cop-
ing with a deployed parent.

Your child’s teacher can be one of
your greatest partners. On September
11, 2001, the day of the World Trade
Center and Pentagon attacks, many
teachers suddenly found themselves
with the task of explaining what had
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